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me as a it overdrawn. To make his case, Wuthnow suggests that, for example, denomina- 
tional affiliation amounts to very little in predicting how people will stand on current social 
issues, and that the ideological split along liberal-conservative lines is a far more important 
division today. While one might generally agree with this interpretation, my reading of the 
contemporary religious scene suggests that denominational differences on moral and lifestyle 
issues remain stronger than his argument implies. Also the chasm that he describes is left 
hanging in the air, without much speculation as to what the future has in store. The reader 
comes away wondering if the chasm will deepen or diminish in importance. After so detailed 
a mapping of the past four decades, one might have expected a few more pointers about what 
to look for-in America’s unfolding story of religious change. 
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